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woman. Darlene has always been involved in 
the community and her dedication to make 
Monterey County a better place will surely 
continue, even after she retires. For all that 
she has done and all that she will undoubtedly 
do, I extend my most sincere thanks and 
warmest wishes to our friend and professional 
colleague, Ms. Darlene Dunham. 
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TRIBUTE TO SPANISH FORT HIGH 
SCHOOL’S TOROS—ALABAMA’S 5A 
FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 17, 2010 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor the great accomplishment of a talented 
group of young men who worked together to 
propel the Spanish Fort, Alabama, Toros to 
the pinnacle of the State Class 5A champion-
ship. 

On December 2, the Spanish Fort Toros 
varsity football team ended a historic season 
by defeating Briarwood Christian 14 to 0 to 
win the Alabama Class 5A title. This victory 
represents the first time the Spanish Fort 
Toros have captured a State football cham-
pionship during their brief four years of fielding 
a team. 

I would like to congratulate coaches Bryant 
Vincent, Tommy Walker, Chase Smith, 
George Brown, Richard Kelly, Duane Davis, 
Wayne Davis, Earnest Hill, Justin Moore, Mi-
chael Beasley, Rob Milam, and the entire 
Toros team: Connor Mitchell, Otis Smith, 
Christopher Beasley, Billy Harris, Blake Dees, 
Joel Poe, Ameriol Finley, Barkley Sims, Gar-
rett Horst, Davares Ambrose, Shane English, 
Jonathon Cook, Demarco Montgomery, Mat-
thew Harris, Conner McGavin, Troy Brown, 
Daniel Pond, Michael Tynes, Matt Hall, 
Devontae Patrick, Brett Lesinger, Kylan Cot-
ton, Hunter Glass, Jarred Hodges, Brendan 
McCants, Dillen Malone, Alex Thomas, James 
Rocket, David Sullivan, Cory McCarron, Cam-
eron Bosarge, Keland Dotch, Marcus Walton, 
Alec Morgan, Jake Clemmenson, Blain Crain, 
Jack Wilson, Bobby Creighton, Brandon 
Sledge, Tyler Bexley, Brannan Crosby, Aaron 
Caldwell, Conner Gates, Jake Brackhan, 
Byrson Stringer, Russell Whisnant, Tanner 
McNair, Grant Horst, Will Martin, Chase 
Holliman, Patrick Connick, Zac Fowler, Reed 
Pennington, Grey Curtis, Victor Dunning, Chris 
Morehouse, Zack Burnett, Cameron Gates, 
Patrick Williamson, Cade Burgin, Osmond 
Curtis, Walker Betts, Reese Dismukes, Chan-
dler Wilson, Kaleb Hall, Hampton Cline, David 
Bertagnoli, Kevin Townsend, Timothy Pharez, 
Grant Curreton, Jared Burtrico, Adam Adcock, 
John Jagaee and Brandon Hayliger. 

Congratulations Toros. 
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HONORING MARY ELLEN 
BRANDELL 

HON. DAVE CAMP 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 17, 2010 

Mr. CAMP. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mary Ellen Brandell, who lost her coura-

geous battle with leukemia on September 24, 
2010. 

I first got to know Mary Ellen when she was 
working at Central Michigan University, and I 
was just beginning my political career. She 
gave this young candidate a lesson in Mt. 
Pleasant and Isabella County politics and the 
confidence to ultimately win a congressional 
campaign. 

Her kindness has stayed with me through-
out these years, as I have grown closer to the 
Brandell family. 

In fact, her son Jim is my Chief of Staff. 
Now a decade into service for this institution, 
Jim carries with him the sensibilities instilled 
by Mary Ellen: Family, faith, and true citizen-
ship. 

For far too many people, these are mere 
words, but for Mary Ellen, these were the pil-
lars on which she built and lived her life. And 
they served her well. She was a constant 
presence in the Mt. Pleasant community. From 
continuing her work with the ever-growing 
Central Michigan University, to her extensive 
list of charities including most recently with the 
Isabella County Sesquicentennial Committee, 
Woodland Hospice, Access to Recreation, and 
the Rotary Club. In fact, her efforts were so 
well recognized that she was named Mt. 
Pleasant Citizen of the Year. 

She was also a world traveler, taking yearly 
trips with Jim to see new corners of our plan-
et. She valued the time she spent with her 
family, but also used these opportunities to 
meet distant relatives and make new friends. 
She was even utilized in her role as a commu-
nity leader of Mt. Pleasant to reach out to sis-
ter cities. 

Even with these public and global accom-
plishments, I know that Mary Ellen’s proudest 
accomplishment was her family, which in-
cludes seven children and fifteen grand-
children. She has given them the love and 
nurturing they needed to grown and excel in 
their careers and she led by example, by re-
turning to school and getting her master’s, 
specialist and doctoral degrees, after her sev-
enth child was born. And she put her family 
first, selflessly caring for her husband Dick at 
home for many years as his health declined 
prior to his death in 2004. 

Mary Ellen was a remarkable woman, and 
one that cannot be replaced. She will be re-
membered for all of the lives that she had 
touched. I will be forever grateful for her kind-
ness and generosity. 
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TRIBUTE TO PAT HEDGES 

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 17, 2010 

Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor a community 
leader, Pat Hedges, on his retirement after 33 
years of service with the San Luis Obispo 
County Sheriff’s Department, most currently as 
Sheriff-Coroner. 

Sheriff Hedges grew up in San Luis Obispo 
County, graduating from Morro Bay High 
School in 1970, earning an associate degree 
from Cuesta College and later a bachelor’s 
degree in administration of justice from Cali-
fornia State University, Sacramento. After re-
ceiving his degree from Cuesta College, Sher-

iff Hedges went on to join the United States 
Coast Guard in 1971, went through boot camp 
in Alameda, California, and served in the 
Coast Guard until his retirement in 1997. He 
went to work for Pacific Engineering in 1973 
and then Thrifty Drug in 1974. In 1977, he 
began his career with the San Luis Obispo 
County Sheriff’s Department. 

Sheriff Hedges was elected Sheriff of San 
Luis Obispo County in 1998, and served 3 
consecutive terms. As Sheriff, he was respon-
sible for law enforcement for an area in ex-
cess of 3,200 square miles, oversaw 400 em-
ployees, and oversaw a county jail that cur-
rently houses more than 500 inmates. Sheriff 
Hedges instituted many improvements and 
was instrumental in forging the modern Sher-
iff’s Department. Among many things, Sheriff 
Hedges helped facilitate opening the new 
North Patrol Station in Templeton and a DNA 
laboratory for the department. He improved 
the efficiency of law enforcement in San Luis 
Obispo County by creating an Independent 
Sheriff’s Narcotics Unit, forming the Rural 
Crime Task Force, and implementing school 
resource officers. Sheriff Hedges also was a 
founding member of the Anti-Gang Coordi-
nating Council and established the Sexual As-
sault Felony Enforcement Unit. 

Sheriff Hedges currently serves on the 
Board of Governors for the San Luis Obispo 
County Narcotics Task Force and has pre-
viously served in many community organiza-
tions including the North County Women’s 
Shelter and the Sexual Assault Recovery and 
Prevention Center Board, San Luis Obispo 
Mental Health Board, California State and San 
Luis Obispo County Cattlemen’s Associations, 
and the Anti-Gang Coordinating Commission. 
Sheriff Hedges is a member of the Los Ange-
les Joint Terrorism Task Force Executive 
Board. 

Dedicated to serving his community in a va-
riety of ways, Sheriff Hedges’ leadership at the 
San Luis Obispo County Sheriff’s Department 
will be deeply missed. I’ve known Pat for 
years and value his friendship and support, 
and while he may no longer be Sheriff, Pat will 
continue to be a leader in our community. I 
plan to continue to call on him for advice and 
counsel, and a good dose of his dry wit. 

In this new chapter of his life, I’m sure Pat 
is looking forward to spending more time with 
his wife, Sandy, and children. I commend his 
service to the County of San Luis Obispo, and 
I hope that Sheriff Hedges enjoys the next 
stage of his life. 
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HONORING NORMAN YOSHIO 
MINETA 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOE BACA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 15, 2010 

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent to address the House for one minute. 

I rise in strong support of H. Res. 1377, a 
resolution honoring the accomplishments of 
Norman Yoshio Mineta. 

There are not too many public servants that 
are requested to serve as a cabinet member 
by a President of a different political party. 

Norman Yoshio Mineta’s good nature, as-
tute knowledge and seamless ability to be a 
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